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1. Introduction to the Acts of the Apostles and the Early Church

The Book of Acts, also known as "The Acts of the Apostles," is the fifth book in the New
Testament and serves as a crucial bridge between the Gospels and the Epistles. Authored
by Luke, Acts provides a historical account of the early Christian church's formation,
growth, and expansion following Jesus Christ's resurrection and ascension. It chronicles
approximately 30 years of church history, from around A.D. 30 to A.D. 62.

A Bridge Between the Gospels and Epistles

Acts acts as a bridge connecting the life and ministry of Jesus, as recorded in the Gospels,
to the theological teachings found in the Epistles. Where the Gospels conclude with Jesus’
resurrection and ascension, Acts picks up the story, showing how His followers carried
out His Great Commission to "go and make disciples of all nations" (Matthew 28:19 KJV).
Chronology and Scope

The Book of Acts covers approximately 30 years of history, from A.D. 30 to A.D. 62,
encompassing the time period immediately following Jesus’ ascension. It begins in
Jerusalem with the birth of the church at Pentecost and concludes with Paul’s house arrest
in Rome, signaling the Gospel’s expansion to the heart of the Roman Empire.

Key Themes in Acts

1. The Holy Spirit's Empowerment: Acts emphasizes the pivotal role of the Holy
Spirit in guiding, empowering, and equipping believers to fulfill their mission.

2. The Spread of the Gospel: From its Jewish roots in Jerusalem, the Gospel spreads

to Samaria and eventually to Gentile nations.

3. The Role of Apostles: The book highlights key figures such as Peter, who
establishes the early church in Jerusalem, and Paul, whose missionary journeys
expand the Gospel to the Gentiles.

4. Persecution and Resilience: Acts chronicles the challenges and persecution faced
by early believers, showcasing their unwavering faith and God’s provision for His
church.

5. Unity in Diversity: Acts underscores the church’s inclusivity, breaking down

barriers between Jews and Gentiles, and addressing cultural and theological
differences through events like the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15).

Structure of the Book of Acts

Acts is often divided into two main sections:

1. Chapters 1-12: Focus on Peter and the establishment of the church in Jerusalem
and Judea.
2. Chapters 13-28: Shift to Paul’s missionary journeys and the church’s expansion

into the Gentile world.
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Theological Significance

The book serves as a guide for understanding the early church's structure, mission, and
function.

Historical Impact

Acts is invaluable for its historical insights into the challenges and triumphs of the first-
century church.

Relevance for Today

The Book of Acts continues to inspire and challenge the church today. It reminds
believers of the power of the Holy Spirit, the importance of unity, and the necessity of
unwavering commitment to spreading the Gospel.

Purpose and Significance:

Continuation of the Gospel of Luke:

The Work of the Holy Spirit:

Mission to the Gentiles:

Key Themes:

1 Empowerment by the Holy Spirit
2 Witnessing to the Resurrection

3 The Growth of the Church

4 Unity and Diversity
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Relevance for Today:
Model for Modern Ministry: Acts provides insights into evangelism, discipleship, and
church planting that are applicable to contemporary ministry.

Understanding Church Foundations: Studying Acts helps believers understand the
origins of Christian practices and doctrines.

Inspiration for Faithfulness: The perseverance of early Christians amidst trials
encourages believers to remain steadfast in their faith.

Summary of Content:

Acts begins with Jesus' final instructions to His disciples before His ascension,
emphasizing the coming empowerment by the Holy Spirit and the mandate to be His
witnesses "in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth" (Acts 1:8).

The book is rich with accounts of:

Miraculous Events: Such as the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, healings, and other
signs that confirm the apostles’ message.

Key Figures: Including Peter, Stephen, Philip, Paul, and others who play significant roles
in the church's expansion.

Council Decisions: Like the Jerusalem Council, which addresses crucial theological and
practical issues concerning Gentile converts.

Missionary Journeys: Detailing Paul's travels and the establishment of churches
throughout the Roman Empire.

2. Historical Context

To fully grasp the events and significance of the Acts of the Apostles, it's essential to
understand the historical, cultural, and political context of the time.
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The Roman Empire:

Jewish Society and Religion:
Hellenistic Influence:

Religious Pluralism and Paganism:
Socio-Economic Conditions:
Persecution and Challenges:
Diaspora Judaism:

Travel and Communication:

Legal Systems:

Economic Factors:
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3. Author of the Acts of the Apostles and the Early Church

Authorship:

1. Luke the Physician:

2. Education and Style:

3. Role in Paul's Ministry:

4, Purpose of Writing:

5. Theological Emphasis:

6. Encouragement and Instruction:

7. Audience: The direct recipient of both Luke and Acts. The name means "lover of

God" or "beloved by God."
8. Possible Identities:
9. Luke's Contribution to the New Testament:
10.  Theological Insights:
11. Characteristics of Luke's Writing:

4. Structure of the Acts of the Apostles and the Early Church

Introduction (Acts 1:1-11):

Recap of Jesus' post-resurrection appearances.
Promise of the Holy Spirit.

Ascension of Jesus.

Mandate to be witnesses to the ends of the earth.
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The Church in Jerusalem (Acts 1:12-6:7):
Pentecost:

Early Community Life:

Signs and Wonders:

Opposition:

Internal Challenges:

The Church in Judea and Samaria (Acts 6:8-9:31):
Stephen's Ministry and Martyrdom:

Philip's Ministry:

Conversion of Saul (Paul):

The Gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 9:32-12:24):
Peter's Ministry:

Healing of Aeneas and raising of Tabitha.
Vision of the unclean animals.

Preaching to Cornelius, a Gentile centurion.

Antioch Church: Becomes a center for Gentile missions.
Persecution under Herod:

Paul's Missionary Journeys (Acts 12:25-21:16):
First Journey (Acts 13-14):

Jerusalem Council (Acts 15):
Second Journey (Acts 15:36-18:22):

Third Journey (Acts 18:23-21:16):

Paul's Arrest and Trials (Acts 21:17-26:32):
Arrest in Jerusalem:

Defense Speeches:

Appeal to Caesar:

Journey to Rome (Acts 27:1-28:31):
Shipwreck on Malta:
Arrival in Rome:
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5. The Birth of the Church at Pentecost
Events of Pentecost (Acts 2):

The Coming of the Holy Spirit:
Audible Sign:

Visible Sign:

Spiritual Manifestation:

Peter's Sermon:

Explanation of Events:

Proclamation of Jesus:

Call to Repentance:

Significance of Pentecost:

1 Fulfillment of Jesus' Promise:
2 Inauguration of the Church:

3 Universal Reach of the Gospel:
4 The Role of the Holy Spirit:

Empowerment for Witness: The Spirit enables bold proclamation.

Unity in Diversity: The Spirit brings together people from different backgrounds.
The Early Church Community (Acts 2:42-47):

Devotion to Apostolic Teaching: Emphasizes the importance of sound doctrine.
Fellowship: Shared lives, meals, and resources.

Prayer and Worship: Regularly met for prayer and praised God.
Signs and Wonders: Apostles performed miracles, validating their message.

Generosity: Believers sold possessions to meet each other's needs.
Growth: The Lord added to their number daily.

Theological Implications:

1 Restoration of Communication:
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2 New Covenant Community:
3 Priesthood of All Believers:

6. The Spread of the Gospel Through Paul’s Missionary Journeys
Second Missionary Journey (Acts 15:36-18:22):

Third Missionary Journey (Acts 18:23-21:17):

Journey to Rome (Acts 21:17-28:31):

Significance of Paul's Journeys:

1 Strategic Evangelism:

2 Church Planting;:

3 Cross-Cultural Ministry:
4 Letters to Churches:

Theological Contributions:
. Justification by Faith:
. Unity in Christ:

. Ethical Teachings:

Lessons from Paul's Ministry:

J Resilience and Perseverance:

. Dependence on the Holy Spirit:

J Contextualization:

7. Key Events in the Growth of the Early Church
1. Stephen's Martyrdom (Acts 6-7):

2. Conversion of Saul (Acts 9):

3. Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10):

4. The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15):

5. The Spread to Antioch (Acts 11):

6. Herod's Persecution (Acts 12):

7. Challenges within the Church:

8. Evangelism Beyond Jewish Borders:
9. Development of Church Leadership:

—_
e

Writing of Epistles:

Factors Contributing to Growth:
1 Empowerment by the Holy Spirit:
2 Persecution Leading to Dispersal:
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Unity and Community Life:
Adaptability:
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Homework Assignment: Defining Key Terms from Week 5 Glossary

Instructions:

1 Choose 10 words from the Week 5 Glossary that you find significant or
meaningful.

2 For each word: Provide a definition in your own words based on the glossary and
your understanding and include the KJV scripture reference associated with the
word.

3 Write your responses in a clear and concise format (e.g., bullet points or short
paragraphs).

Example Format:

. Word: Apostle Definition: A person specifically chosen by Jesus or God to
proclaim the Gospel and witness to His resurrection. Scripture: "But ye shall
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me..." (Acts 1:8 KJV).

Submission:

. Complete  your  assignment and  submit it via email to
substanceinstitute@gmail.com by the due date.

. Your responses should be neatly organized, preferably typed, and limited to one
page.

Purpose of this Homework:
This exercise will help you deepen your understanding of the Acts of the Apostles and
its key themes while connecting each term to its scriptural foundation.
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